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SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 


My service as Superintendent began on 
April 1, 1951. It has been a year of becoming 
acquainted with the Temperance League, with 
ministers, lay people, school men, and with 
conditions in New Jersey. The personalities I 
have discovered are an inspiration and a com- 
fort. I am thankful for the consecrated, under 
standing interest of our League president, Mr. 
Walter R. Pruden, the members of the executive 
committee, and of the Board of Trustees. I have 
discovered a great volume of concern. 

There seems also to be a rather wide 
spread spirit of defeatist pessimism, compla- 
cency, and, possibly, indifference. This is 
based on a lack of information. The facts are 
too tragic to allow a do-nothing attitude. 

Strong and strongly entrenched as beverage 
alcohol forces are, their promoters fear the 
wrath of an outraged people, men and women of 
courage and faith. If ever people lose the 
ability to feel indignation, calamity will be at 
hand. The facts, the basis for such indignation, 
must be disseminated. The church is stirring 
as it awakes to a realization of tragedy at the 
door. 

Two ringing local-option victories have 
been won in our State in 1951. The good people 
of Pennsauken Township, in Camden County, 
and Harrison Township, Gloucester County 
delivered withering defeats to beer and liquor 
interests. In the latter township the citizens 
refused to legalize taprooms by a vote of 6 to 
1. At the same time they rejected retail liquor 
stores, 5 to 1. These are lightning flashes 
which give warning of the gathering storm which 
selfish and corrupt drink sellers must face in 


® New Jersey and across America. 





Funds received have not equaled expenses. 
However, a gradual improvement gives hope 
that we may soon balance the budget. Individual 
givers of substantial sums and churches which 
budget the League for a worthy amount in their 
financing are encouraging. So are ministers who 
feel that the League visitor can render a 
service to their people. 

There has been good fellowship with the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union under the. 
leadership of Mrs. Paul J. Christner -—- who is 
also a member of our Board of Trustees. There 
is a sincere interest in our work on the part of 
the excellent women of the W.C.T.U. 

We are fortunate to have two efficient and 
Christian workers in the office, Mrs. Ethel 
Ferry and Mrs. Jean Wilson. They have a real 
interest in Temperance League aims. 

In nine months your Superintendent has 
visited nineteen of the twenty-one counties in 
the State. Churches, schools, camps, assem- 
blies, conventions, conferences, synods and 
associations have welcomed our service. By 
the courtesy of Bishop White and the Pillar of 
Fire, Inc. we have broadcast twice each month, 
over station WAWZ. I would express our thanks 
to Bishop White and all his staff for this 
privilege. Our thanks go to them and to Mrs. 
Elgin Mayer, Miss Almeda Parsons, the Rev. 
Samuel Jeanes, the Rev. John H. P. Strome, and 
others for assisting in these broadcasts. Fre- 
quent expressions of appreciation are received. 

An encouraging start has been made in 
alcohol-education in nine high schools. Cordial 
appreciation has been expressed, We expect to 
visit thousands more students, as the weeks 
pass. (continued page 4, column 2) 
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AN URGENT MATTER 


A statement by a high-ranking officer con- 
tains information of tragic import to decent and 
patriotic Americans. He says that Class 6 
Supply is a cover-up title with reference to 
liquor supply in Germany, where ‘‘the prime 
indoor sport’’ is excessive drinking. Degenera- 
tion is fostered and indicated by easy living, 
loose women, carousing, dope peddlers, murder, 
high venereal rate, and high accident rate. 
Civilian and military personnel become ‘‘poor 
ambassadors of this country.’’ ‘‘Essentially 
our bureaucratic agencies actually have set up 
a way of life to meet their own specific ideas 
and greeds; American ideals to the contrary 
notwithstanding. The cesspool abroad, Germany, 
if investigated, will blow your hat off. There 
are irregularities and corruption in the conduct 
of official affairs, due to drink and perversion.’’ 

By all means send letters and telegrams 
to Senators, addressed to Senate Office Build 
ing, Washington 25, D. C. and to Congressmen: 
House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C., 
demanding support of bills S. #2441 and H.R. 





#5904, which bills aim to protect U.M.T. boys. 
Demand, also, that this same protection be ex- 
tended in all military camps where the trainees 
may be sent. 


OUR 44TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Officers, Trustees and friends of the 
Temperance League of New Jersey — to the 
number of approximately 100 -- met on February 
6th for the 44th Annual Convention in the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Newark. In the 
judgment of those who have attended many 
such occasions, this was a very successful 
meeting, judging by the attendance, the excell- 
ent dinner served by the ladies of the church, 
the music fumished by ‘‘the Flints’’, Mrs. 
Walter H. and daughter, and the vocal renditions 
by the Reverend and Mrs. John P. Strome. 

The address by Dr. L. J. Priestley, Super 
intendent of the Temperance League of West 
Virginia, was on the subject “‘Majoring on 
Minors.’’ Published elsewhere in this paper, it 
was well received and generally commended. 


The financial report showed receipts of e 


$12,367.62 (For Bonds sold, $1,562.00) and 
expenditures of $12,402.93. 

Officers were reelected as follows: 
President: Mr. Walter R. Pruden 
Vice-President: The Rev. John H. P. Strome 
Secretary: Miss Vernon Halliday 
Ass’t. Secretary: Mrs. Orrin R. Ferry 
Treasurer: The Rev. George 8. Hollingshead,D.D. 
Ass’t. Treasurer: The Rev. C.L. Reynolds, D.D. 

Members elected to the Executive Com- 
mittee, besides the officers, are: 

Rev. Frederick Mudge Paul A. Straub 
Frank E. VerSoy Dr. William Ward- 
Rev. Fred E. Miles 


see 88 
Alcoholism reaches deep into insurance 
costs. One company states that 30% of its 
automobile casualty claims are due to acts of 
‘‘moderate drinkers.’’ Fire claims multiply, 
including many burned in bed due to drinking. 


eee 


They who never dabble in sin will i 


drown in it. 
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MAJORING ON MINORS 
Dr. L. J. Priestley 
We temperance people have for the most 


part been playing at the job. There has been 
much confusion as to our aims, and more con- 
cerning our methods. In fact, we have been 
majoring on minors. 

Some have talked much, about a ‘‘new 
approach to the alcohol problem.’’ It has been 
one that the liquor people invented for the con- 
fusion of the Drys. 

Others have talked volubly about a ‘‘Posi- 
tive approach.’’ ‘‘We must not attack the liquor 
traffic,’’ they have said. That would be bad 
psychology. This group has merely been re- 
peating wet half-truths, deceiving others, and 
being deceived by their own sophistry. 

Some have been intimidated by the wets, 
and wet sympathizers in the churches. They are 
afraid to attack the liquor traffic. They confine 
themselves to innocuous activity, that doesn’t 
offend anybody. Others have emphasized one 
phase of the problem and refused to see the 
problem as a whole. All of these attitudes make 
for confusion. 

The problem is not merely alcoholism, nor 
crime, nor deaths upon the highways, nor any 
of the other things growing out of alcohol. 


The fundamental problem is ALCOHOL ITSELF. 


The solution of the problem is not found 
in merely curing alcoholics, but in preventing 
the drinking of alcohol. 

Legal Liquor is just as destructive as 
illegal liquor. ‘‘The problem arises because of 
what liquor is and does, and not whether it is 
legal -- that is, who makes it, who sells, or 
who gets the profit from it.’’ (Sam Morris). 
We must never lose sight of the fundamental 
problem -- alcohol itself. 

Things that need to be emphasized are: 

1. The fight against liquor advertising. 
The liquor people have no legitimate article to 
advertise. All liquor advertisements are essen- 
tially false. Our children have no way of 
screening out these false and misleading 
advertisements. 

2. The protection of boys in the UMT 
camps. 





We must stop making a distinction between 
beer and intoxicating liquors. The creation of 
this distinction was the greatest evil resulting 
from repeal. We need to speak of ‘‘beer and 
other intoxicating liquors.’’ 

We must insist upon the principle of Local 
Option in all of the states. The rule of the 
people is at the very heart of our governmental 
system; and Local Option is the rule of the 
people in regard to the sale of alcoholic 
beverages. 

We must never lose sight of our ultimate 
aim: THE TOTAL ABOLITION OF THE 
LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


ALCOHOL EDUCATION 


Wherever a youth, boy or girl, may go, he 
will need to be fore-armed with truth so that he 
may safely guard himself against dangerous 
ways. This is the purpose of the Temperance 
League’s alcohol-education in the high schools 
of the state. 

One high school principal writes as fol- 
lows: ‘‘Our thanks and appreciation go to you 
for a fine and thorough discussion of alcohol- 
ism with our health classes. I am sure our 
boys and girls received some thought provoking 
material from you.’’ Another principal adds: 
**‘T trust that you will be able to retum to us in 
the future.’’ 

Churches and church-leaders everywhere 
are asked to do something right away, finan- 
cially, to make it possible to continue and ex- 
tend such a vital service. A $50.00 check has 
just arrived from an aroused church. Many 
individuals do not even mildly resist the im- 
pulse to give their strong help. They rightly 
regard money given to the League as invested 
in the happiness and success of young people. 
Reader , what will you do about it? 


s*#e *#* 


**A man who trims himself to suit everybody 
will soon whittle himself down.” 
eeee% 
‘We are not what we think we are; but 
what we THINK, we are!”’ 
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Television Outrage 


Most lasting impressions are channeled 
to children’s minds via the eye -- visual mem- 
ory is most vivid. A wrong impression on a 
child’s mind may prove disastrous. 

The other day we were watching televi- 
sion -- monitoring a beer program. A young boy 
was being presented with aprize ata Timonium, 
Maryland, fair. 

The prize? A case of‘beer! 

The man in charge of the program said: ‘‘I 
suppose you’ll have to give this to your parents 
since you are a little young.’’ 

‘‘Drink it myself,’’ said the boy and every- 
body broke into a laugh. 

Same program, another day: ‘‘Here,’’ said 
the announcer, ‘‘I have something interesting. 
‘*‘A lady writes in that her baby, just four 
years old, knows the little advertising jingle 
perfectly, and goes about the house singing it. 
‘Oh boy, what a beer, what a beer!’ We will 
have to send her a case.’’ 

Well, it was a grand country. It may be a 
grand country again. Just now, it isn’t anything 
‘to be proud of, what with a crime bill of fifteen 
billions a year, according to Mr. Hoover, and a 
vice bill considerably larger than that. 

--- Colorado ALLEGIANCE 








SELF-DEFENSE 


The Reverend and Mrs. Norman Yetmanof ] 


Whitehouse, New Jersey have a television set. 
Son David, 10 years old has devised self- 
defense in verse as follows: 

‘*My beer ain’t Babbles, the bad beer.’’ 


‘*Daniel Boone had a coonskin cap. 
He loved to hunt and fish and trap. 
But he didn’t make that awful sign 
To ask the man for Barralintine.”’ 


David’s older brother ‘‘Norm’’ says: 
‘*Alladin was a lad of old Baghdad. 

He had a lot of luck with a lamp, he had. 
He rubbed that lamp, and a man came flying; 
But served him up no Gallentine.’’ 


SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d.) 
We look forward with hope of increasing 


service to the churches and to youth. This 
hope depends upon many more ministers, super- 
intendents and lay leaders having their churches 
and Sunday schools give adequate support; and, 
upon individuals giving sizeable amounts. 
My fundamental appeal is that Christians pray 
over the mounting tragedy of drink. 

We are sowers of truth -- God’s truth -- 
which has power to make men free. As Dr. 
Charles M. Sheldon wrote: 

‘‘I cannot imagine Christ as taking any 
other position before the whiskey power than 
that of uncompromising condemnation. He would 
say that it is evil and only evil, and therefore 
to be opposed by every legal and moral re- 
striction that society can rear against it.’’ 

We serve a Master who makes no terms 


with evil. Brown McDonald 


KATE SMITH SPIKES BEER RUMOR 


Not all of the Hollywood and television 
stars have sold out to the beer interests. 

In a recent television broadcast Kate 
Smith said that rumors were going the rounds 
that one of her sponsors is a brewer. She 
spiked this rumor, definitely saying that she 
has never been sponsored by beer and liquor 
interests and never would be. 

--The Pennsylvania Issue. 








